CHAPTEK XLV.
About to commence my presidency over the Senate I was neither
ignorant nor unmindful of the feelings with which I was regarded
by a majority of its members—feelings recognised as belonging to
human nature, altho' so little to its credit by sagacious observers
in every age and sententiously described by classical authority—
" proprium hwmani ingenli est odisse quern laeserit." I was never
theless and perhaps on that account especially careful to respect, in
my own course toAvards them, all the proprieties of my position.
The Vice President being chosen by the People and made the pre
siding officer of the Senate without any agency on its part, differing
in that regard from the Speaker of the House, the Senate had always,
until 1823, retained the choice of its committees in its own hand,
but finding that this duty could not be as easily and as satisfactorily
performed by a general vote of the body as by the appointment of
the presiding officer the rules in that respect were altered, in that
year, by giving the power of appointing them to their President.
The Vice President was thus enabled to put it in the power of the
Senate to exercise the same privilege enjo}red by the House of Eepre-
sentatives—that of having its committees selected by an officer of its
own choosing—by abstaining from taking his seat at the commence
ment of each session long enough to afford the President pro tempo-re,
an officer elected by the Senate and always in being, an opportunity
to do that duty, and the amendment of the rule led to a very fitting
usage on the part of the Vice President so to absent himself and
with this view. The existence of this usage and my own sense of
its propriety furnished the rule for my own action and it was adopted
of course. Altho' I thus withheld myself from all interference
with the selection of the committees—a function which a majority
of the then Senate were determined to resume,—as they had a perfect
right to do—it so happened that my course increased the embarrass
ment and excited the ire of the opposition leaders. To have taken
from me the appointment of the committees on my first appearance
in the body which had long before, of its own accord, attached that
power to the office to which I had been elected, would have been a
proceeding in keeping with their past course towards me and one
which, if I had presented myself at the opening of the session, they
would have adopted with alacrity. The charge which they would,
in that event, have assuredly made and which, under the circum-
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